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SCHOLASTIC SCOPE ACTIVITY

Heroic Rescue on the Mountainside 
Hunter Nelson, 17, watched helplessly as his friend Danny Riat fell silently through 

the air. He saw Danny land so hard that his shoes fell off.  Then Hunter leaped into 

action, turning what could have been a tale of tragedy into the story of a heroic rescue.   _

	 The two friends had been hiking to a beautiful camping spot near Archer Mountain in 

Washington State. As they made their way through the woods, the trail got steeper and 

steeper, until it was nearly vertical. Danny was 70 feet above Hunter when Hunter heard 

rocks falling. He looked up and saw Danny fly past him. 

“He didn’t make any noise as he fell, so it felt unreal, like I was in a dream,” says 

Hunter. When Danny landed, he was knocked unconscious. “I was sure he was dead,” 

says Hunter. 

A wave of adrenaline swept through Hunter as he rushed to reach his fallen friend. 

Hunter never felt any fear; he just knew he had to get to Danny. It took Hunter only one 

or two minutes to scramble down the cliff that had taken them 45 minutes to climb up. _

	 When he reached Danny, Hunter’s survival training kicked in. He checked Danny’s 

ears and nose for blood, then made sure Danny wasn’t paralyzed. Then Hunter called 

911. As they waited for help to arrive, Hunter kept Danny warm by wrapping him in 

camping gear and blew a whistle to guide the 50 rescuers who were searching for them. 

Later, he lit a signal fire and waved a torch in the air. 

After five hours, a Coast Guard helicopter reached Hunter and Danny. The rescuer 

and Hunter got Danny into a basket and lifted him up into the helicopter. Once Danny 

was safely on board, Hunter and the rescuer were lifted into the helicopter as well.            _

	 Hunter says that the experience on the mountain has changed him. It has made him 

want to help people, and he is thinking about a career in search and rescue. “I knew 

what to do,” says Hunter, “and it helped save Danny’s life.
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