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Close-Reading Questions  
The Tell-Tale Heart

1. �Describe the mood of the prologue. Which words and phrases create that mood? (mood, 
author’s craft) 

2. �Based on his description of the Old Man in Scene 1, what can you tell about the Villain’s 
state of mind? (character, inference)  

3. �Reread the beginning of Scene 2, up to when the Villain says, “On the eighth night—.” What 
feeling do these lines create? (mood)
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4.   Later in Scene 2, the Villain says that looking at the Old Man’s eye “chilled the very marrow 
in my bones.” What does this expression mean? (figurative language)

5.   In Scenes 3 and 4, the inspectors always speak in the same order. Why might the author 
have written their lines this way? (author’s craft)

6.   At the end of Scene 4, why does the Villain confess? (character motivation) 
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Critical-Thinking Questions  
The Tell-Tale Heart

1. �In the prologue, the Villain states that he is not mad and that he will prove it to you. By the 
end of the play, does he succeed in proving his point? 

2. �The ravens are not part of Poe’s original story. How do they contribute to the mood and to 
our understanding of the story? 
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