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Close-Reading Questions  
“The Chance to Learn From My Dad”

1. �What is the tone of Christy Damio’s essay? Explain. (tone)

2. �Damio refers to her “missed opportunity.” In your own words, explain what opportunity 
Damio believes she missed. (key ideas)
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Critical-Thinking Questions  
“The Day It Rained Cats” and “The Chance to Learn From My Dad”

1. �How does Linda Sue Park establish Grandma’s character? What makes Grandma 
memorable?

2. �Is the ability to lev worth the sacrifices that Sheera makes?  Why or why not?  

3. �Damio writes that if she could go back, she would have “taken Sheera’s path.”  What does 
Damio mean? 
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