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Video Discussion Questions
“Time Machine: The Harlem Renaissance”

1. �What is the mood of the opening section of the video about New York City in the 1920s 
(0:01–1:06)? Consider the music, narration, and visuals. 

2. How does the mood change at 1:07?  

3. �What is the tone of the video during the section about segregation (1:07–1:54). Consider the 
narration, music, and visuals.

PAGE 1 OF 2



Critical Thinking and Visual Literacy 
DRAMA: Hold Fast to Dreams, pages 16-21

February 2016

©2016 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. TEACHERS MAY PROJECT OR MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.

4.   According to the video, what factors led to the creation of an African-American community 
in Harlem in the 1920s? 

5.   What is the purpose of the images that appear on the screen from 3:21 to 3:27? What do 
these images help you understand about the Harlem Renaissance?  
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