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What Would You Say to an Alien?
Scientists are sending a message to space. What should it say?

About the Story

Learning Objective: to
understand how awriter uses
coordinating conjunctions to
connect ideas effectively, then
compose sentences using
coordinating conjunctions

Featured Skill: grammar, usage,
andmechanics

Standards:
The article and its suite of support
materials support these Common
Core anchor standards: L.1, L.2

Formore standards information—
including TEKS—go to ScopeOnline.

Your Teaching Package
Find your full suite of support materials at scope.scholastic.com.

Audio:
● Text-to-speech

Activities to print, project, or
share digitally:
● Anchor Chart: Coordinating
Conjunctions

● In-Magazine Activity:
Interactive Version
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Step-by-Step Lesson Plan

● Draw students’ attention to the directions in the upper left-hand corner of page 30 or at
the top of the digital story page. Read the directions aloud.

● Have students read the article and the explanations in the green circles with a partner.

● Optionally, before students complete theWrite Like a Pro Challenge, give them some
extra practice using coordinating conjunctions. Project the following sentences, then have
students combine them using coordinating conjunctions.

○ She enjoys painting. She enjoys drawing.
○ The sunwas shining brightly. The temperature was still cold.
○ I’d like to travel to Italy. Maybe I’ll go to Spain instead.
○ He didn’t spendmuch time studying for the test. He got an A+.
○ She finished her homework early. She decided to go for a walk.

● Optionally, provide students with theAnchor Chart: Coordinating Conjunctions to use
and keep as a handy reference in their notebooks. It contains definitions and usage
examples for each conjunction.

● To teach students about using commas in the sentences they combined, refer to pages 2-3
of themagazine, which explain when a comma is needed before a coordinating conjunction.
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● Have students work in pairs or independently to take theWrite Like a Pro Challenge on
page 31 of the printedmagazine or at the bottom of the digital story page:

Now take what you’ve learned and apply it to your ownwriting! For each pair of things
below, compose a sentence using a coordinating conjunction that shows the
relationship between the things:

• cake, pie

• staying up late, getting up early

• TikTok, dance trends

• sixth grade, seventh grade

Remind students that there are no “right” answers here. They get to come upwith the
relationships!

● Project students’ sentences on your whiteboard and discuss the relationships they created
between each pair of words or phrases. Alternatively, have students exchange and discuss
their sentences with a partner.
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