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Featured Skill: Key Ideas and Details
Name: 

Directions: Read “Heart Saver.” Then use this planner to help you respond to the 
prompt that appears at the end of the article.

The prompt at the end of the article says:

Your legacy is how you are remembered and the contributions you make during 
your life. What is Vivien Thomas’s legacy?

The following questions will help you think through your response. 
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1.  What was Thomas’s contribution to the field of pediatric cardiology? What was the 
impact of his work?

 

2. What qualities enabled Thomas to become one of the great heroes of medicine?
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3. How was Thomas an inspiration for future generations of Black researchers, surgeons, 
and medical professionals?

4. Is there anything else you’d like to add about how Thomas is remembered or the 
lessons you learned from his story? Add it here.


