
Paired Texts, pages 18-21
Featured Skill: synthesis

“Jeans Nation” and “Rise of the Backpack”
The fascinating histories of two iconic items

About the Story
Lexile: 990L

For qualitative complexity factors,
go to Scope Online.

Learning Objective: to synthesize

information from two nonfiction texts

Key Skills: figurative language, key ideas

and details, compare and contrast,

synthesis

Essential Questions:

● What drives innovation?

● How does something become

popular?

● What does fashion reflect about

a culture?

Standards:

The article and lesson support these

Common Core anchor standards:

R.1, R.2, R.3, R.4, R.5, R.6, R.7, R.9, W.2,

W.4, SL.1, SL.2, L.4, L.5, L.6

For more standards information—

including TEKS—go to Scope Online.

Your Teaching Support Package
Find your full suite of support materials at scope.scholastic.com.

Audio:

● Article read-alouds

● Text-to-speech

● Vocabulary

Vocabulary Slideshow

Differentiated Article:

● Lower-Lexile version

Connected reading from the

Scope archives:

● “Sneaker Nation”

Skill Building Activities to print,

project, or share digitally:

● Writing Planner: The Mother of

Invention

● Vocabulary: Definitions

● Close Reading and Critical

Thinking

● Choice Board

● Quiz*

● Core Skills Workout:

Text Evidence*

● Contest Entry Form

*Available on two levels
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Step-by-Step Lesson
Close Reading, Critical Thinking, Skill Building

1. Preparing to Read
15 minutes

Do Now: Consider a Saying (5 minutes)

● Write this saying on your whiteboard for students to reflect on as they come into your
classroom: “Necessity is the mother of invention.” Have students write down what they
think it means. (It means something like “New ideas or ways of doing things are created
when there is a problem that needs to be solved.”) Ask them if they agree with the saying.
Then brainstorm some inventions that might have come to be out of necessity. Note: The
culminating writing prompt requires students to apply this saying to the two articles they read.

Preview Vocabulary (10 minutes)

● Project the Vocabulary Slideshow on your whiteboard. Review the definitions and
complete the activity as a class. The audio pronunciations of the words and a read-aloud of
the definitions are embedded on the slides. Highlighted words: cumbersome, donned,
indestructible, indispensable, ingenious, marketed, revolutionize, tinker.

2. Reading and Discussing
45 minutes

“Jeans Nation”

● Have a volunteer read the As You Read box that appears on page 18 of the magazine and at
the top of the digital story page.

● Read the article through once as a class. Optionally, have students listen to author Allison
Friedman read her article aloud while they follow along. The audio read-aloud is located in
the Resources tab in Teacher View and at the top of the story page in Student View.

● Have students reread the article silently to themselves.
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“Rise of the Backpack”

● Read the second article as a class. Optionally, have students listen to author Mackenzie
Carro read the article aloud while they follow along. The audio read-aloud is located in the
Resources tab in Teacher View and at the top of the story page in Student View.

● As a class, discuss the following questions, which apply to both articles. Alternatively, after
posing the questions to the class, have students share their thinking with a partner first,
then expand the share into a whole-class discussion.

Close-Reading Questions
(20 minutes)

The following questions can be shared in printable or interactive form.

1. Author Allison Friedman writes, “But it wasn’t until the 1870s, when Davis invented his
super-sturdy pants, that denim started to become America’s uniform.” What does she
mean by “America’s uniform”? (figurative language) A uniform is special clothing worn by
members of a particular group or organization—a sports team, workplace, school, army, etc.—to
make the members of the group look the same as one another and distinct from others. In saying
that denim started to become America’s uniform, Friedman means that jeans started to become
the pants worn by almost all Americans.

2. Friedman explains that people have worn jean-like pants since as far back as 500 years
ago. What change did Jacob Davis make to the jean-like pants that already existed and
why? (key ideas and details) Jacob Davis attached the rivets to the pocket corners and flies of
the denim pants workers were already wearing in order to make the pants more durable. By
attaching the rivets to those areas of the pants, Davis solved the problem of the pants constantly
ripping.

3. What change did Gerry Cunningham make to backpacks—and why? (key ideas and
details) Cunningham created a pack that was more comfortable than the backpacks that existed
at the time (which were called rucksacks) and that had an important new feature: zippers. The
zippers made it possible to reach back and get something out of the pack without taking the
whole thing off. Gerry made these changes because he found the backpacks that existed to be
uncomfortable and cumbersome to use while rock climbing.

4. Who uses jeans and backpacks today? How has the use of these two items changed over
time? (compare and contrast) Both items are used today by people around the world. Friedman
explains that about half of all the people on the planet wear jeans on any given day. Carro
explains that today, backpacks are everywhere and used by students of all ages. Originally, jeans
were a practical garment worn only by those doing physical labor, but they became a fashion item
worn by all. Similarly, backpacks were a practical bag for climbers, but now they are essential for
anyone carrying anything, especially students carrying books.
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5. How do the rise of jeans and the rise of the backpack differ? (contrast) At one time, the
wearing of jeans was met with resistance and jeans were even banned in some places, while
backpacks were never out of favor with the public. And while jeans were popularized by movie
stars and musicians, backpacks were popularized by college students and the companies that
tailored them to students’ needs. Finally, jeans are seen as quintessentially “American,” while
backpacks are seen as quintessentially “student.”

Critical-Thinking Questions
(5 minutes)

The following questions can be shared in printable or interactive form.

1. Friedman quotes James Sullivan as saying “Every generation finds a new way to wear
jeans so that they feel like their own. You can do anything you want to them to make
them an expression of your individuality.” Which lines from “Rise of the Backpack”
express a similar idea? How do your own jeans, backpack, or other belongings express
your individuality? The following lines from “Rise of the Backpack” express a similar idea to what
James Sullivan says about jeans: “By the late 1980s, backpacks had become an indispensable
part of the American student’s life—and identity. After all, there were endless ways to make a
backpack your own. You could choose a bold color or pattern, like race car red or tie-dye. You
could deck it out with pins of your favorite bands or keychains of your favorite sports teams. Each
back-to-school season, students selected their bags with the same care and passion as they did
their sneakers and jeans.” Answers to the second question will vary.

2. Carro writes, “. . . today’s backpacks are not so different from those of the 1960s. Is that
because the original design can’t be rivaled?” How would you answer that question? If
you could revolutionize the backpack once again, what improvements would you make?
Answers will vary.

3. Skill Building and Writing
20 minutes

● Have students complete Writing Planner: The Mother of Invention. This activity will help
them organize their ideas in preparation for the prompt on page 21 in the printed
magazine and at the bottom of the digital story page.

● Alternatively, have students choose a culminating task from the Choice Board, a menu of
differentiated activities.
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Connected reading from the Scope archives:

● Paired Texts: “Sneaker Nation” and “Does He Have the Best Job Ever?” ( February 2021)
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https://scope.scholastic.com/issues/2020-21/020121/sneaker-nation.html

