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Dear teachers,
Last December, Lauren Tarshis shared on 

Twitter that she’d been thinking a lot about the 

stories her grandmother used to tell her about 

living through polio epidemics—how schools 

closed, the way families quarantined at home, the 

feelings of fear. Lauren wrote that thinking about 

those stories filled her with hope—because, of 

course, polio was conquered.

The response to that tweet was extraordinary, 

and it included many requests from you that she 

write about her family’s experience. So that’s 

exactly what she did! I am honored to share 

Lauren’s story “From Fear to Hope” in this issue. 

It’s fascinating and important and deeply relevant. 

And most of all? It’s filled with hope. 

Warmly,

Kristin 

Kristin Lewis
Editorial Director
KELewis@Scholastic.com
Twitter: @_KELewis

NEED HELP? EMAIL MAGAZINECS@SCHOLASTIC.COM OR CALL 1-800-SCHOLASTIC.
A SUPPLEMENT TO SCOPE

Lessons of Hope  
From the Past

Return of the Buffalo  
Millions of buffalo once roamed 
North America. This is the story 
of how they nearly became 
extinct and the people working 
today to bring the buffalo back. 

Sustainability in Fashion  
Learn about the environmental impact of fast 

fashion through the inspiring story 
of Maya Penn, who started her 

own line of sustainable clothes 
when she was 10. Now she’s 
helping other clothing 

companies become more 
eco-friendly. 

Earth Day Collection 
Our Earth Day Every Day collection 
is not to be missed! We’ve 
updated it with a research kit and 
other new support materials. Check 
it out at Scope Online.

Reserve your order for 2021-2022 with  
no payment until back-to-school 2021. 

Renew Today!

Turn the page  

to see everything that 

comes with this issue!

Earth Day Extravaganza

Go to:  
www.scholastic.com/buy-scope

Digital-only 

subscriptions 

available!
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Your April 2021 Issue at a Glance
 Story  Summary  Skills and Standards**  Multimedia  Skill Building Activities  More Resources

Grammar, pp. 2-3 

”Searching for Snottites”

Students practice using to, too, and 

two while learning about snottites: 

mysterious strings of goo made by  

cave-dwelling bacteria.

Featured Skill: conventions of standard English 

CCSS: L.3
 Video: Grammar Hack:  

To, Too, and Two
More practice with to, too, and two

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Narrative  
Nonfiction, pp. 4-9

“From Fear to Hope”

To offer lessons and hope for what we are 

facing today with the Covid-19 pandemic, 

author Lauren Tarshis shares her 

grandmother’s stories of what it was like 

to grow up during the polio outbreaks of 

the 1920s and ‘30s.

� Featured Skill: key ideas and details

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.4, R.5, R.7, W.2, SL.1, L.4, L.5, L.6

 Audio: Article and vocabulary

 Video: Behind the Scenes 

• Preparing to Write:  

Lessons of Hope

• Close-Reading &  
Critical-Thinking Questions

• Nonfiction Elements*
• Video Discussion Questions

• Vocabulary:  
Definitions & Practice

• Choice Board
• Quiz*

• Core Skills: Summarizing*, 

Text Features, Text Structure,  

 Central Ideas and Details*

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Lower Lexile  

Spanish version

Answer key

Short Read, pp. 10-11

“Her Designs Are Helping  
the Planet”

In this bite-sized article, students meet 

Maya Penn, an eco-fashion designer who 

started a sustainable clothing line when 

she was 10 years old.

Featured Skill: constructed response

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.4, W.1, W.4, W.5, L.4, L.6

 Audio: Article and vocabulary

 Video: Meet Maya Penn

• The Short Write Kit
• Vocabulary:  

Definitions & Practice

• Quiz*

Lesson plan

 Text-to-speech

Answer key

Paired Texts, pp. 12-17

“The Vanishing Beasts” and 
“Return of the Buffalo”

Explore the history of the buffalo in 

America and learn how the Fort Peck 

Assiniboine and Sioux tribes are working 

to restore the buffalo to tribal lands.

Featured Skill: synthesis

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.5, R.7, R.10, W.2, W.9, SL.1, SL.2, L.4, L.6

 Audio: Vocabulary

 Podcast: Author Chat

• Preparing to Write:  
Protecting the Buffalo

• Close-Reading &  
Critical-Thinking Questions

• Vocabulary:  
Definitions & Practice

• Choice Board
• Quiz*

• Core Skill: Text Evidence*
 Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Debate, pp. 18-19

“Is It Ever OK to Quit?”

When is it OK to quit? Students explore 

this question, apply their thinking to a 

relatable scenario, and then debate.

Featured Skill: argument writing

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.6, R.8, W.1, W.4, W.5, W.7, SL.1, L.4, L.6
 Audio: Article and vocabulary

• Essay Kit
• Vocabulary:  

Definitions & Practice

• Quiz*
• Time to Reflect Graphic 

Organizer

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Drama, pp. 20-24

The Golden Curse

Students will love performing this 

delightful play based on the Greek myth 

of King Midas.

Featured Skill: theme

CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.5, R.7, R.10, W.2, W.9, SL.1, SL.2, L.4, L.6
 Vocabulary Slideshow

• Preparing to Write:  
What Midas Learns

• Close-Reading &  
Critical-Thinking Questions

• Character Thinking Tool
• Choice Board

• Quiz*

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Fiction, pp. 25-29

“Dear Future” 

In this touching coming-of-age story, a 

surprising find at a used-book sale helps 

a boy navigate a tough period in his life. 

An informational text about journaling 

follows the story. 

Featured Skill: character

 CCSS: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.4, R.5, W.3, W.5, W.9, SL.1, L.4, L.5, L.6
 Audio: Story and vocabulary

• Preparing to Write:  
James’s Journal

• Close-Reading &  
Critical-Thinking Questions

• Vocabulary:  
Definitions & Practice

• Choice Board
• Quiz*

• Core Skill: Inference
Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

You Be the Editor, pp. 30-31

“The Weirdest Stuff on the 
Moon” 

Students hone their writing and

revision skills while learning about why 

objects have been left on the moon.

Featured Skills: editing and revising

 CCSS: R.1, W.5, L.3

• Run-on Sentences
• Sentence Variation

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

Model text

Poem, p. 32

“Truth”

Students read a beautiful poem by Nikki 

Grimes then use it as a model to write their 

own poems.

Featured Skills: analyzing and writing poetry

CCSS: R.10, W.3

 Audio: Poem

 Illustrator Slideshow

 Video: Author Read-Aloud

• Poetry Analysis
• Poetry Planner

Lesson plan

Text-to-speech

Answer key

To get your online resources,  
you will need to register at 

scope.scholastic.com. 

* Available on two levels** Common Core Anchor Standards. For grade-level-specific Common Core standards as well as Texas State Standards, go to Scope Online.

Find your 
lesson plans 

at Scope 
Online!

Print,  
project,  
or share 
digitally!
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scope.scholastic.com

Podcast  
After reading this issue’s paired 

texts about the buffalo, students 

can listen to our podcast at Scope 

Online. They’ll hear a fascinating 

interview with authors Talia Cowen 

and Elise Broach.

Behind the Scenes 
Video

Author Lauren Tarshis shares the 

writing and research process behind 

“From Fear to Hope,” a special story 

about polio, her family, and Covid-19.

Special Collection: 
Earth Day Every Day
With topics from endangered species to 

plastic pollution, this robust collection 

of stories is not to be missed!
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What to Love This  
Month at Scope Online 

MAURICE R. ROBINSON, 1895-1982, FOUNDER
POSTAL INFORMATION: SCHOLASTIC SCOPE (ISSN 0036-6412; in Canada, 2-c no. 9230) is published monthly in SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL, MAY and bimonthly DECEMBER/
JANUARY, 8 issues total, by Scholastic Inc., 2931 East McCarty St., P.O. Box 3710, Jefferson City, MO 65102. CANADIAN ADDRESS: Scholastic Canada Ltd., 175 Hillmount Rd., Markham, Ontario, Canada L6C 
1Z7. Periodical postage paid at Jefferson City, MO 65102 and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send notice of address changes and undeliverable copies to SCHOLASTIC SCOPE, 2931 East McCarty 
St., P.O. Box 3710, Jefferson City, MO 65102. 

©2021 Scholastic Inc. SCHOLASTIC, SCOPE, and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. All Rights Reserved. Materials in this issue may not be reproduced in whole or in part 
in any form or format without special permission from the publisher. Printed in the U.S.A.

Activate your account at scope.scholastic.com 

For use  
at home or  
at school!

Be sure to create a classroom password so your students 
can access Scope from anywhere.
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Our Thriving 
Community

The Scope Facebook group is  

where it’s at! Join your fellow 

teachers to share ideas, ask 

questions, and be supported.  

facebook.com/groups/ScopeMag
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