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Jennifer A. Nielsen wrote three first lines to stories that don’t exist.

Choose your favorite line and turn it into a showstopping work of fiction.

CONTEST
Famous author Jennifer A. Nielsen needs YOU!

For 
amazing 

writing tips, 
check out 

Jennifer A. Nielsen’s  
video at Scope 

Online.

WRITE-A-STORY

Co
ur

te
sy

 J
en

ni
fe

r 
A.

 N
ie

ls
en

; t
as

he
ch

ka
/S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k.

co
m

 (
ba

ck
gr

ou
nd

)

The First Lines

How to Enter

Entries must be received by March 1, 2020.  
Go to Scope Online for rules and submission guidelines.

Jennifer A. Nielsen will choose the winning story. If you win, you 
will get $100, your teacher will get a free subscription to Scope, and 
your whole class will get Nielsen’s fantastic novel The False Prince. 

Win 
Big!

1. Choose your favorite first line.
2.  Write a short story that begins with that line.
3.  Submit your finished story to Scope’s Write-a-Story Contest.

For the record, I voted against exploring  
the Forbidden Tunnel of Doom. 

My house collapsing into a sinkhole  
wasn’t even the worst part of my day.

There’s a chance that I’m not fully human.
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Fiction

Can having  
the right 

shirt make 
you happy?
By Rachel Vail
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Dear Family, 
Today your child is bringing home the November 2019 issue of Scope. Ask 

your child what he or she learned from it. Look at the table of contents on 

page 2, and ask your child to point out a favorite article.

Here are some activities you can do at home to build your child’s reading 

and thinking skills with this issue:

• ��Watch a video together for the article “Day of 
Disaster” on pages 4-10. 

Go to Scope Online (scope.scholastic.com) and watch the “Behind the 

Scenes” video in which author Kristin Lewis talks about her writing 

process. Then read the riveting true story of the 1909 Cherry Mine 

disaster aloud to one another. Discuss: How did this tragedy change 

America? 

• �Read the short story “Good Enough” on pages 22-26.  
This beautiful work of fiction explores ideas about what really matters. 

Read the story together silently, then discuss: What makes an object 

important? How does wanting approval from others affect our choices?

• �Check out the annual “Write-a-Story” contest on the 
back cover.  
Author Jennifer A. Nielsen wrote first lines to three stories that 

don’t yet exist. Ask your child which line is his or her favorite. Then 

brainstorm ideas for how you and your child might use the line to begin 

your own short stories. 

As always, we hope you enjoy reading Scope as a family!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope
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THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE
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You Be the Editor
The surprising story of 
trampolines

Classic Play
You’ll be shocked by the 
twist ending!

Paired Texts
Meet an amazing kid who 
invented her own arm.

®

Activities, quizzes, videos, and more at scope.scholastic.com

DAY OF 
DISASTER
A 14-year-old boy. A dangerous coal 
mine. And a terrible accident that 
changed America forever.

Scope at Home
Simple ideas to help your middle schooler explore the power of reading!

®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE

Nonfiction
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NARRATIVE 

NONFICTION 

nonfiction that uses 

literary techniques

Nonfiction
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Watch our 
showstopping 

video at  
Scope Online.

A 14-year-old boy. A dangerous coal mine. 
And a horrific accident that would change  

America forever. By Kristin Lewis
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What was life like for children who worked in coal mines?As You Read 

DISASTER
DAY OF



“SUNSHINE”
Miners attached small 
oil lamps, like the 
one above, to their 
hats. These lamps 
provided light in dark 
underground tunnels. 
Miners called this light 
their “sunshine.” 

The lamps were 
dangerous: Their open 
flames could trigger 
explosions.

F ourteen-year-old Albert Buckle was staring at death itself. 

Thick smoke billowed toward him. Flames licked at the ceiling. 

With each passing second, the heat grew more unbearable.

But Albert couldn’t run away from the roaring fire. He was 

trapped deep underground in the coal mine where he worked. 

As the inferno blazed hotter and stronger, people were starting 

to panic.

“Everyone is going to die!” someone shouted.



Dear Family, 

This year, your child will receive Scope, a magazine published by Scholastic and created to help 

middle school students become strong, joyful readers. Scope features nonfiction, fiction, dramas, 

debates, infographics, poetry, and grammar. The magazine will come to the classroom eight times 

per year.

In class, students will use Scope to build reading, writing, and critical-thinking skills. You can 

play an important role in enriching your son’s or daughter’s learning at home. Here are a few ideas:

1. �Look through the magazine together.       
Ask: Which articles did you read at school? Which one did 

you find most interesting? Why? 

2. �Read an article together, and have your child 
choose one new word from it.  

He or she can then explain the word’s meaning to the 

family. Have a competition to see who can use it the most in 

conversation!

3. �Read the debate article together.  
Ask: Which side do you agree with? Why?

4. �Watch a video together.  
At Scope Online, you can find videos that go with the articles. Watch 

one with your child and talk about what you find interesting.

With each issue, you will get a letter with specific ideas for what you can do at home. But the 

most important thing is to simply enjoy spending time with your son or daughter while exploring 

the magazine. Even though your middle school student might be asserting more independence 

than in the past, reading together remains a wonderful activity to share. If English is not your first 

language, talk about the articles in the language you’re most comfortable with.

We hope you’ll look forward to seeing Scope when it comes home with your child and that it 

becomes a treasured part of your family routine!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope

Scope at Home
Simple ideas to help your middle schooler explore the power of reading!
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P.S. You can find even more great ways to use Scope with your child at 

Scope Online! Go to scope.scholastic.com and click Sign In. Then click 

“I am a student.” When prompted, enter the classroom password.

At Scope Online, you can:
	 • ��Listen to an audio version of a story or an 

article while reading along in the magazine.
	 • �Watch videos that go with the articles and 

talk about what you find interesting.
• �Review word meanings with a vocabulary 

slideshow and a fun interactive activity. 

The classroom password is

____________________________________
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