
Dear Family, 
Today your child is bringing home the October 2019 issue of Scope. Ask your child what 

he or she learned from it. Look at the table of contents on page 2, and ask your child to 

point out a favorite article.

Here are some activities you can do at home to build your child’s reading and thinking 

skills with this issue:

• ��Watch a video together for the article “Our Beautiful 
Town Is Gone” on pages 4-10. 

Go to Scope Online and watch the “Behind the Scenes” video in which 

author Lauren Tarshis takes readers to Paradise, California, to meet some 

of the people in the article. Ask your child to tell you more about the 

Camp Fire in Paradise—the deadliest wildfire in the state’s history.  

• �Do a family read-aloud of The Dead Rising on            
pages 11-17.  
This spine-tingling play is inspired by the New England vampire panics of 

the late 1800s—perfect for some Halloween fun! Assign roles and read the 

play aloud as a family. Afterward, discuss: What is the relationship between 

science and superstition?

• �Check out the paired texts “The Amazing History of 
Shopping” on pages 21-25.  
Take turns reading these two nonfiction articles aloud to one another. The first 

explores the fascinating history of the Sears catalog. The second explores the 

rise of Amazon and online shopping. Then discuss how shopping has changed 

over your lifetime and over your child’s. Talk about whether the benefits 

of these changes outweigh the harms. Then call a grandparent or an older 

relative or friend to discuss their perspective. 

As always, we hope you enjoy reading Scope as a family!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope
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Narrative Nonfiction
Surviving the deadliest 
wildfire in California history

Short Read
Are youth sports out  
of control?

Paired Texts
The amazing history of 
shopping in America

Are monsters haunting  
a small New England town?
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Activities, quizzes, videos, and more at scope.scholastic.com
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Simple ideas to help your middle schooler explore the power of reading!
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literary techniques
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Go to Scope 
Online for a 

special video 
about the people 

of Paradise.

The story of Paradise, California, 
and the deadliest wildfire 

in California history
BY LAUREN TARSHIS
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That is what 9-year-old Eleanor Weddig was 

thinking as she sat in the car with her father. It was 

the morning of November 8, 2018, and Eleanor was 

caught in the middle of what would become the 

deadliest wildfire in the history of California. Across 

the town of Paradise, thousands of houses were in 

flames. Trees burned like giant torches. Ash rained 

from above. The morning sky was midnight dark.

“Am I dreaming?” Eleanor wondered. She 

pinched her leg, hard, trying to wake herself up. 

But Eleanor wasn’t asleep.

Our Beautiful 
Town Is

GONE


“This can’t be happening.”
Think about what it was like to live through the wildfire.As You Read 

Drama
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HISTORICAL 

FICTION

a made-up story 

based on true events
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BY 
JUSTIN O’NEILL

Are vampires  
haunting a New England town?

INSPIRED  BY  TRUE  EVENTS

PAIRED TEXTS

stories that share 

a topic or theme
Nonfiction

there was this—the Sears catalog. 
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SHOPPING
Before there was Amazon

And for millions of American kids, it was a dream come true.

The Amazing History of

in America

How has shopping changed and why?As You Read 

When Tim* was 12, he desperately wanted a bicycle. For weeks, 

he’d worked odd jobs—babysitting, feeding his neighbor’s pig, 

anything for some extra cash.

Now, Tim finally had enough money. But where would he buy his 

bicycle? He couldn’t hop on Amazon. He couldn’t ask his parents to take 

him to Walmart. In fact, there was no place to buy a bicycle for many miles. 

By Mackenzie Carro



Dear Family, 

This year, your child will receive Scope, a magazine published by Scholastic and created to help 

middle school students become strong, joyful readers. Scope features nonfiction, fiction, dramas, 

debates, infographics, poetry, and grammar. The magazine will come to the classroom eight times 

per year.

In class, students will use Scope to build reading, writing, and critical-thinking skills. You can 

play an important role in enriching your son’s or daughter’s learning at home. Here are a few ideas:

1. �Look through the magazine together.       
Ask: Which articles did you read at school? Which one did 

you find most interesting? Why? 

2. �Read an article together, and have your child 
choose one new word from it.  

He or she can then explain the word’s meaning to the 

family. Have a competition to see who can use it the most in 

conversation!

3. �Read the debate article together.  
Ask: Which side do you agree with? Why?

4. �Watch a video together.  
At Scope Online, you can find videos that go with the articles. Watch 

one with your child and talk about what you find interesting.

With each issue, you will get a letter with specific ideas for what you can do at home. But the 

most important thing is to simply enjoy spending time with your son or daughter while exploring 

the magazine. Even though your middle school student might be asserting more independence 

than in the past, reading together remains a wonderful activity to share. If English is not your first 

language, talk about the articles in the language you’re most comfortable with.

We hope you’ll look forward to seeing Scope when it comes home with your child and that it 

becomes a treasured part of your family routine!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope

Scope at Home
Simple ideas to help your middle schooler explore the power of reading!
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P.S. You can find even more great ways to use Scope with your child at 

Scope Online! Go to scope.scholastic.com and click Sign In. Then click 

“I am a student.” When prompted, enter the classroom password.

At Scope Online, you can:
	 • ��Listen to an audio version of a story or an 

article while reading along in the magazine.
	 • �Watch videos that go with the articles and 

talk about what you find interesting.
• �Review word meanings with a vocabulary 

slideshow and a fun interactive activity. 

The classroom password is

____________________________________
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