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Think about who and what help Canton overcome his fear.As You Read

1
AUTHOR’S CRAFT
What do you notice about 
the structure and style of 
the introduction? How is  

it like a poem?

2
METAPHOR

Choose any three things to 
which the writer compares 

a school bus. For each, 
explain what you think  

the author means.

3
TEXT 

STRUCTURE
What is the purpose 
of these sentences? 
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Abridged from “The Broom Dog” by Jason Reynolds, copyright 2019. First published in Look Both Ways: 
A Tale Told in Ten Blocks by Atheneum Books for Young Readers/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books, an imprint of 
Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division, 2019. Used by permission of Simon & Schuster.

A 
school bus is many things. A school bus is a 

substitute for a limousine. A school bus is the 

students’ version of a teachers’ lounge. A school bus 

is the principal’s desk. A school bus is the nurse’s cot. 

A school bus is an office with all the phones ringing. 

Scenes. Settings. Motivations. 

Action! Cut. Your fake tears look real. 

These are real tears. But I thought we 

were making a comedy. 2  A school 

bus is a misunderstanding. 

 3  To Canton, a school bus is also 

a cannon-ball. A thing that almost 

destroyed him. 

Almost made him motherless.

Canton’s mother is the crossing 

guard at Latimer Middle School 

and has been the crossing guard 

there since before he was born. He 

grew up running around the house 

wearing her neon vest, blowing her 

whistle. He learned to say “stop” 

before he learned to say “potty.” 

Hand up to halt. Then hand out for 

the wave-through. 

To Canton, crossing guards, 

especially his mother, seemed to 

have special powers. They were 

able to stop moving things. Able 

to slow traffic. Able to make a safe 

way for people to cross from one 

side to another. Their vests were 

capes, and their whistles blew 

some kind of magic tone that 

forced drivers to hit brakes.

That’s what Canton always 

thought, until a year ago when 

a little blue ball went 

bouncing off the sidewalk 

Fiction

A school bus is a safe zone. A 

school bus is a war zone. A school 

bus is a concert hall. A school bus 

is a food court. A school bus is a 

court of law, all judges, all jury. A 

school bus is a magic show full of 

disappearing acts. A school bus is a 

bumblebee, buzzing around with a 

bunch of stingers on the inside of it. 

A school bus is a book of 

stamps. Passing mail through 

windows. Notes in the form of 

candy wrappers telling the street 

something sweet came by. Notes in 

the form of fingers pointing at the 

world zooming by. 

A school bus is a ketchup packet 

with a tiny hole in it. Left on a 

seat. A paper tube around a straw. 

That straw will puncture the lid 

on things, make the world drink 

something with some fizz and 

fight. Something delightful and 

uncomfortable. Something that will 

stain. And cause gas. 

A school bus is a talent show. 

A school bus is a microphone. A 

beat machine. A recording booth. 
1  A school bus is a horn section. A 

rhythm section. An orchestra pit. 

A school bus is a basketball 

court. A football stadium. A soccer 

field. A school bus is a movie set. 

Actors, directors, producers, script. 

It was just another school day . . . until it wasn’t. 
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PAIRED TEXTS

stories that share a 

topic or theme

In 1858, London was caught in the grip of a horrifying  
health crisis: Its largest river was overflowing with poop.

By Allison Friedman
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L et’s journey to the city of London, England, in the summer of 1858. Horse-drawn 

carriages clip-clop through the streets. Ladies wearing giant, tentlike skirts glide past 

shop windows. Kids stand on street corners, selling newspapers and cigars and fried fish.

But you don’t notice any of that. All you can think about is the overpowering, 

stomach-turning, eye-watering smell of poop.

As you will soon discover, the entire city is caught in the grip of a stinky crisis. For 

years, Londoners have been dumping human waste into the Thames [TEMZ], the great river 

that rushes through the city. Now, London is suffering the hottest summer in recent history. The 

steaming heat is cooking the filthy river into a bubbling, foul-smelling stew. Newspapers are 

calling this crisis “the Great Stink.” 

The problem isn’t merely gross. It’s also deadly. Over the past 50 years, tens of thousands of 

people have died from drinking the polluted water of the River Thames. Can the Great Stink force 

the city to clean up the Thames before thousands more are sickened?

What factors contributed to the sewage crisis in London? As You Read 

Nonfiction

Dear Family, 
Today your child is bringing home the April 2020 issue of Scope. Here are 

some activities you can do at home to build your child’s reading and thinking 

skills with this issue:

• ��Do a family read-aloud of Far From Home on  
pages 11-16. 

In a moving play inspired by a real sea turtle hospital in Florida, two 

teens are swept up in the race to save a dying sea turtle. Assign roles 

and read the play aloud as a family. Afterward, discuss what Lita means 

when she says, “Each of us is only a drop of water. But put them all 

together, and you get a mighty sea.“ 

• �Check out the paired texts “The Great Stink” and 
“Toilets of the Future” on pages 17-21.  
Have your child read aloud to you the first article, about an 1858 

sewage crisis that changed the course of history. Then read aloud to 

your child the second article, about today’s sanitation challenges. 

Discuss: What is the relationship between water and disease?  

• �Read “The Broom Dog,” a story by award-winning 
author Jason Reynolds on pages 26-31.  
With your child, read silently together this sweet story of a boy who 

overcomes his fear in a surprising way. Then each of you choose your 

favorite line or section of the story to read aloud and explain why you 

like it. Last, discuss: How do Canton’s feelings about the broom dog 

change? Why? 

As always, we hope you enjoy reading Scope as a family!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope
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As our oceans become more polluted, sea turtles face 
an uncertain future. But as one teen will learn, it only 
takes a single act of compassion to make a difference.

Paired Texts
The Great Stink: Hold your  
nose while you read this!

The Short Read
A giant fireball is speeding 
toward Earth. Now what?

Realistic Fiction
An unforgettable story  
by Jason Reynolds

LET’S SAVE  
OUR HOME!

EARTH DAY PLAY

Scope at Home
Simple ideas to help your middle schooler explore the power of reading!

®
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Drama



Far 
From 
Home

BY SPENCER KAYDEN
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Drama

A homesick teen,  

    A gravely injured sea turtle,  

        And a summer that changed everything.


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Dear Family, 

This year, your child will receive Scope, a magazine published by Scholastic and created to help 

middle school students become strong, joyful readers. Scope features nonfiction, fiction, dramas, 

debates, infographics, poetry, and grammar. The magazine will come to the classroom eight times 

per year.

In class, students will use Scope to build reading, writing, and critical-thinking skills. You can 

play an important role in enriching your son’s or daughter’s learning at home. Here are a few ideas:

1. �Look through the magazine together.       
Ask: Which articles did you read at school? Which one did 

you find most interesting? Why? 

2. �Read an article together, and have your child 
choose one new word from it.  

He or she can then explain the word’s meaning to the 

family. Have a competition to see who can use it the most in 

conversation!

3. �Read the debate article together.  
Ask: Which side do you agree with? Why?

4. �Watch a video together.  
At Scope Online, you can find videos that go with the articles. Watch 

one with your child and talk about what you find interesting.

With each issue, you will get a letter with specific ideas for what you can do at home. But the 

most important thing is to simply enjoy spending time with your son or daughter while exploring 

the magazine. Even though your middle school student might be asserting more independence 

than in the past, reading together remains a wonderful activity to share. If English is not your first 

language, talk about the articles in the language you’re most comfortable with.

We hope you’ll look forward to seeing Scope when it comes home with your child and that it 

becomes a treasured part of your family routine!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope

Scope at Home
Simple ideas to help your middle schooler explore the power of reading!

®
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P.S. You can find even more great ways to use Scope with your child at 

Scope Online! Go to scope.scholastic.com and click Sign In. Then click 

“I am a student.” When prompted, enter the classroom password.

At Scope Online, you can:
	 • ��Listen to an audio version of a story or an 

article while reading along in the magazine.
	 • �Watch videos that go with the articles and 

talk about what you find interesting.
• �Review word meanings with a vocabulary 

slideshow and a fun interactive activity. 

The classroom password is

____________________________________
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