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FICTION

a story based on true 

events from the past

Night TerrorofThe

By Spencer Kayden

All the women wanted was the right to vote.  
For that, they were attacked, arrested, and thrown in jail. 

Now it’s up to Franny to help them.
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INSPIRED BY 
TRUE EVENTS 

Dear Family, 
Today your child is bringing home the March 2020 issue of Scope. Here are 

some activities you can do at home to build your child’s reading and thinking 

skills with this issue:

• ��Watch a video that goes with “Grammar’s Monsters of 
the Deep” on pages 2-3. 

Go to Scope Online (scope.scholastic.com) and watch “Grammar Hacks: 

Its and It’s,” a video that helps students remember the difference 

between these commonly confused words. Then read the feature in 

the magazine, completing the activity as you go. Throughout the 

week, notice and reflect together on its and it’s in conversation and in 

writing. 

• �Do a family read-aloud of The Night of Terror on  
pages 9-16.  
This powerful play is inspired by a true event from the crusade to get 

women the right to vote. Assign roles and read the play aloud as a 

family. Afterward, read the text features throughout the play and 

discuss: What does it take to change society?

• �Check out the Short Read “The Truth About Binge-
Watching” on pages 22-23.  
This bite-sized nonfiction article explores the science behind binge-

watching and how this habit affects our health and well-being. Have 

your child read the article aloud to you, then discuss how watching TV 

shows has changed during each of your lifetimes.

As always, we hope you enjoy reading Scope as a family!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope
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Chomp!
The deep-sea anglerfish, pictured at left,

is one the largest fish that inhabits the
midnight zone. It can grow up to 40 inches
long. With pale eyes, wrinkled skin, and spiky
teeth, the anglerfish is the stuff of nightmares.

Its/It’s secret weapon is a bony rod that
sticks out from its/it’s head like a fishing 
pole. At the tip of this bony rod is a
small, glowing light. Nearby fish are dazzled
by this light. When they swim up to get a closer
look—CHOMP!—the anglerfish gulps them down. 

Grammar’s
®

The deep ocean is  
filled with monstrous  
wonders.
DIRECTIONS: Circle the correct  
word in each bolded word pair.

WELCOME TO

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE
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Tricky words appear in 
bold throughout the 
issue. Go to Scope Online 
for activities to help you 
master these words.

March 2020

Narrative Nonfiction              4 
Deadly Hits

Play    9 
The Night of Terror: Based on a true  
story from the suffrage movement 

Paired Texts 17  
Mountain of Doom: A journey to  
Pompeii

Short Read 22 
The Truth About Binge-Watching

Fiction In a Flash 24 
The Roach

Debate/Essay Kit 26 
Should We Get Rid of Daylight  
Saving Time? 

You Be the Editor 28 
This (Haunted?) Ship Won’t Sink 

Activities 
Grammar—its vs. it’s  2
Poem                                                        32

CONTEST DETAILS*
Send your entries by April 20 to:
“Contest Name” c/o Scope
P.O. Box 712
New York, NY 10013-0712

Students, remember to include: 
1) your name and age 
2) teacher’s name 
3) school’s name and address
4) school’s phone number 
5) parent’s or guardian’s signature
*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to legal residents of the 
U.S. in grades 4 to 12. Void where prohibited. 

POSTAL INFORMATION: SCHOLASTIC SCOPE (ISSN 0036-6412; in 
Canada, 2-c no. 9230) is published MONTHLY IN SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, 
FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL, AND MAY AND BIMONTHLY DECEMBER/JANUARY,  
8 issues total, by Scholastic Inc., 2931 East McCarty St., P.O. Box 3710, Jefferson 
City, MO 65102. Periodical postage paid at Jefferson City, MO 65102 and at  
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send notice of address changes to 
SCHOLASTIC SCOPE, 2931 East McCarty St., P.O. Box 3710, Jefferson City, MO 
65102. ©2020 by Scholastic Inc. SCHOLASTIC Scope, and associated logos are 
trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Materials in this issue may not be reproduced in whole or in part in any form or 
format without special permission from the publisher. 

READWRITETHINKCONNECT

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE
®

®

TM READWRITETHINKCONNECT

READWRITETHINKCONNECT
®

TM

®

TM

READWRITETHINKCONNECT
®

TMREADWRITETHINKCONNECT
®

TM

2    SCHOLASTIC SCOPE • MARCH 2020

Commonly Confused Words

This is the 
fangtooth fish. 

It’s only about 6 
inches long.  

Its or It’s?
Its shows that something 

belongs to someone:  
“The team celebrated its win.” 

It’s is a contraction of it is or 
it has: “It’s nice to see you” or 

”It’s been a busy day.”

HINT

Where did the 
anglerfish get its 
name? Angler is 
a fancy word for 

“fisherman.”

The viperfish is 
so-named for its 
teeth, which are 

so long they don’t 
fit in its mouth.

The Midnight Zone
These three unusual-looking fish can all

be found in the deep ocean, more than 3,000
feet below the surface. This region is called
the midnight zone because its/it’s dark
as midnight there. No sunlight reaches that far down.

Its/It’s impossible for humans to survive 
in the midnight zone without special equipment.
But many creatures thrive in this dark,
cold underworld.

Fascinating Finds
Scientists and adventurers have been exploring the deep sea since

the late 1800s, yet much of it remains unexplored. Thanks to technology,
however, its/it’s become increasingly possible to study the creatures
that live far below the surface. 

Recently, scientists have made many fascinating finds. They’ve discovered
a sea worm that shoots sparks from its/it’s body when threatened. They’ve
spotted the fangtooth—one of the deepest-dwelling fish ever found. And they’ve
studied the viperfish, which spears its/it’s prey with its/it’s long teeth.
What monstrous wonders will scientists find next? 

Monsters of the Deep
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SHORT READ

bite-sized  

nonfiction
brain releases a chemical called 

dopamine. That chemical is also 

released when you watch a video 

you enjoy. Your brain really likes 

this rush of dopamine, so it eggs 

you on: “One more! One more!” 

Our brains are not entirely 

to blame however. Streaming 

platforms are designed in a way 

that keeps us watching. Autoplay, 

where the next video starts 

automatically, and commercial-

free viewing options mean our 

eyes stay glued to the screen. 

Bingeing All the Time
Binge-watching isn’t all bad. Zoning out with a good 

show can help you relax and take your mind off your 

worries for a while. And if you turn it into a special 

event—such as having friends over for a Supergirl 

marathon—it can be a fun way to socialize. 

The problem arises when we binge all the time. A 

2017 study found that people who binge regularly are 

more likely to be chronically tired because they stay 

up later. They are also more sedentary. Numerous 

studies have shown that sitting for long periods of time 

isn’t good for our physical health. Then there is the 

fact that we often binge-watch by ourselves. Too much 

time alone in front of a screen has been 

linked to loneliness and depression.

1. Write your answer to the question above:

_______________________________________________________________________________  

2. One piece of text evidence that supports your answer is:

_______________________________________________________________________________  

3. This evidence supports your answer because:

_______________________________________________________________________________  
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Nonfiction

I t’s 9 p.m. and you’re planning to go to sleep soon. 

You have to be up at dawn for a basketball game. 

But you want to relax a bit before bed. So you pull 

up your favorite YouTube channel and press play. 

When the video ends, another one starts immediately. 

One more can’t hurt, right? But then you watch a third 

video. Then a fourth . . . and a fifth . . . 

Before you know it, it’s 1 a.m. and you haven’t even 

brushed your teeth. 

If this scenario sounds familiar, you’re not alone. In 

fact, most Americans admit to binge-watching—that is, 

watching multiple episodes of a TV show or devoting 

hour after hour to platforms like YouTube and TikTok in 

one sitting. 

The occasional binge-watch is fun and harmless. But 

as binge-watching has become ingrained in our culture, 

experts are sounding the alarm. They’re saying that all 

this screen time is making us tired and depressed. 

So why do we do it? And how can we stop?
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Your Bingeing Brain
When your parents were kids, there was basically 

one way to watch shows: on a television. Back then, 

most series released one episode per week. If a show 

ended on a cliff-hanger, you had to wait an entire week 

(in agony!) to find out what happened. Binge-watching 

was possible only if you rented or bought VHS tapes or 

DVDs of the show after it aired. 

Today, we have streaming services, such as Netflix, 

Hulu, and Disney Plus, that provide access to entire 

seasons of a show. Thanks to these platforms, we don’t 

have to wait a week—or even a minute—to find out 

what happens to Eleven in Stranger Things. We just 

click “Next Episode.” 

We don’t binge-watch simply because we can 

though. We binge-watch because our brains make it 

physically difficult to pull ourselves away. Here’s the 

deal: When you feel pleasure—like when you bite into 

a gooey brownie or listen to your favorite song—your 

What attitude toward binge-watching does the author express?

SHORT 
WRITE

Here’s another reason not to binge too often: You 

may not have as much fun. When a show releases one 

episode per week—as The Mandalorian did—it builds 

excitement and gives people a chance to talk and 

analyze between episodes. Research suggests that we 

may actually enjoy shows more when we watch them 

more slowly.*

So how do you know when binge-watching goes 

too far? Skipping out on time with friends and family, 

missing meals, and skimping on sleep are all signs that 

it’s time to scale back.

How to Beat the Binge
The good news is that you can beat the binge—with 

a little practice. Dr. Danesh Alam from Northwestern 

Medicine Central DuPage Hospital recommends 

deciding at the start of the week how much time to 

dedicate to shows and videos. You can use Apple’s 

Screen Time tools to track your time on apps. You can 

also disable autoplay on many platforms, including 

YouTube and Netflix.

 If you’re still having trouble, enlist a friend to help. 

Plan a screen-free hangout on Saturday afternoons, for 

example. And when you do binge-watch, take breaks. 

Walk the dog. Kick a ball around. Have a dance-off 

between Mandalorian episodes (because yes, the entire 

first season is now available).

And most important? Turn off the screen one hour 

before bed. This will help you get a good night’s sleep. 

We promise Baby Yoda will still be there tomorrow. •

Go online for the Short Write Kit. It will help you turn 
what you just wrote into a great short answer.�
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*Research from the University of Melbourne found that viewers enjoyed shows more when they 
watched one episode per day than when they watched an entire season in one sitting. 

By Mackenzie Carro

The Truth About

Why we love it. Why we must stop. 



Dear Family, 

This year, your child will receive Scope, a magazine published by Scholastic and created to help 

middle school students become strong, joyful readers. Scope features nonfiction, fiction, dramas, 

debates, infographics, poetry, and grammar. The magazine will come to the classroom eight times 

per year.

In class, students will use Scope to build reading, writing, and critical-thinking skills. You can 

play an important role in enriching your son’s or daughter’s learning at home. Here are a few ideas:

1. �Look through the magazine together.       
Ask: Which articles did you read at school? Which one did 

you find most interesting? Why? 

2. �Read an article together, and have your child 
choose one new word from it.  

He or she can then explain the word’s meaning to the 

family. Have a competition to see who can use it the most in 

conversation!

3. �Read the debate article together.  
Ask: Which side do you agree with? Why?

4. �Watch a video together.  
At Scope Online, you can find videos that go with the articles. Watch 

one with your child and talk about what you find interesting.

With each issue, you will get a letter with specific ideas for what you can do at home. But the 

most important thing is to simply enjoy spending time with your son or daughter while exploring 

the magazine. Even though your middle school student might be asserting more independence 

than in the past, reading together remains a wonderful activity to share. If English is not your first 

language, talk about the articles in the language you’re most comfortable with.

We hope you’ll look forward to seeing Scope when it comes home with your child and that it 

becomes a treasured part of your family routine!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope

Scope at Home
Simple ideas to help your middle schooler explore the power of reading!

®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE



P.S. You can find even more great ways to use Scope with your child at 

Scope Online! Go to scope.scholastic.com and click Sign In. Then click 

“I am a student.” When prompted, enter the classroom password.

At Scope Online, you can:
	 • ��Listen to an audio version of a story or an 

article while reading along in the magazine.
	 • �Watch videos that go with the articles and 

talk about what you find interesting.
• �Review word meanings with a vocabulary 

slideshow and a fun interactive activity. 

The classroom password is

____________________________________
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