Close Reading
DRAMA: The Gift of the Magi, pages 9-15
December 2018/January 2019

Name: Date:

Close-Reading Questions
The Gift of the Magi

1. What do you learn about Jim and Della in Scene 1?(character)

2. How does the setting of Scene 1 help you understand Della’s problem? (setting)

3. In Scene 4, what emotions does Della experience when selling her hair? How can you tell?
(inference)

4. In Scene 5, Della says that neither gloves nor a coat seem “precious enough” to be her gift
for Jim. What does she mean? Why might a watch chain be more precious?(interpreting text)

5. How do Jim and Della feel at the end of the play? What character traits do they have that
cause them to feel this way? (inference, character)
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Critical-Thinking Questions

The Gift of the Magi

1. Do you think the play has a happy ending? Why or why not?

2. [rony is when the outcome of an action is the opposite of what was intended or expected.
Explain the irony in the play.

3. In the biblical story of Christmas, the Magi bring special gifts to the baby Jesus. The Magi
are referred to as wise men. Why do you think O. Henry named his story after them?
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Close-Reading Questions

“What Do You Get From Giving?”

1. According to the article, what are the “remarkable things” that gift giving does for you?
(key ideas and details)

2. According to the article, how is holding a door open for someone similar to giving a gift?
(compare and contrast)

3. According to the essay, what are the benefits of receiving a gift? (key ideas and details)
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Critical-Thinking Question

“What Do You Get From Giving?”

1. If Lewis could walk into Scenes 1 and 2 of the play, what advice might she give Della and
Jim?

©2018 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. TEACHERS MAY PROJECT OR MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.



	L: 
	 name: 
	 date: 
	 4sdfgdadsdgggfdfgdg: 
	 45676760sdfghdfgh: 
	 4dafghdfhdsdggggf55: 

	text1: 
	text2: 
	text3: 
	text4: 
	text5: 
	44444A: 
	44444B: 
	text3A: 


