
Dear Family, 
Today your child is bringing home the May 2019 issue of Scope, the final 

issue of the 2018-2019 school year. We hope you’ve enjoyed sharing the joy 

of reading Scope as a family. 

Here are some activities you can do at home to build your child’s reading 

and thinking skills with this issue:

• ��Do a family read-aloud of Fly Girl on pages 11-17.  
This inspiring play tells the story of World War II WASPs (Women 

Airforce Service Pilots) through the eyes of one young female pilot. 

Assign roles and read the play aloud as a family. Afterward, go to Scope 

Online (scope.scholastic.com) to explore an amazing collection of 

letters written by real WASPs.  

• �Check out the debate “Should He Get Paid?” on 
pages 24-27.  
Should college athletes get paid? Take turns with your child reading 

the article aloud to one another. Then have a conversation. What are 

your child’s opinions on this issue? What are yours? 

• �Use “Is This Ghost Town Cursed?“ on pages 28-29 
to help your child hone his or her descriptive writing 
skills. 

Have your child read aloud the passage about legends surrounding 

an abandoned town in Bodie, California. Then grab a pen and 

together follow the prompts in the circles to make the passage more 

descriptive. Read your final creation aloud. Does it make readers feel 

like they are IN the scene?  

As always, we hope you enjoy reading Scope as a family!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope
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A terrible disease is threatening America’s bats. 
This is the amazing story of the fight to save 

these extraordinary animals.
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HISTORICAL 

FICTION

a story inspired by 

true events

Drama



The amazing  
story of the  

women pilots  
of World War II

By Spencer Kayden
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College sports bring in billions of dollars a year. 
But the athletes who play them don’t get a penny. 

Is that fair? 
By Jennifer Dignan, with reporting by Mackenzie Carro  

I
t was February 20, 2019, and the basketball game between Duke 

University’s Blue Devils and University of North Carolina’s (UNC) Tar 

Heels was about to begin. The stands were packed, and the fans were 

pumped. Tickets for the game had almost reached Super Bowl prices. 

One ticket went for a whopping $10,652. 

Duke and UNC have a long-standing—and super-intense—rivalry, but 

that was only part of the excitement. 

The other part? 

Duke player Zion Williamson. 

At 6 feet 7 inches and 285 pounds—bigger than most NBA players—

Williamson, 18, is unlike any player college basketball has ever seen. On the 

court, he is as graceful as a dancer and as powerful as a freight train. His 

sky-high jumps and showstopping slam dunks have earned him millions of 

fans. He’s often compared to Michael Jordan and LeBron James. 

You might think that this teenage prodigy is raking in the big bucks. But in 

fact, he doesn’t make a cent. All the money that the Blue Devils bring in goes 

to Duke—not to Williamson or to any other player. That’s because, according 

to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), college athletes are not 

allowed to be paid. 

But should they be? 

DebateESSAY KIT

what you need 

to write a great 

essay

Should He Get Paid?



Duke University 
basketball star  
Zion Williamson
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Descriptive Writing
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TIP  
Make readers 
feel like they 

are IN the 
scene.
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Directions: 
1. Read the passage. 
2. Note the words in bold. 
3.  Follow the prompts in the  

circles to make the writing  
more descriptive. 

You Write It
Will you help us make this 
story more descriptive?

Take a stroll through Bodie, California, and you can’t help but wonder: Is this 

abandoned town haunted? It’s easy to imagine the ghosts of Bodie’s long-dead 

residents lingering in the decaying houses and crumbling hotels. Or hiding in the 

shadows of the decaying school or even springing from the empty coffins stacked 

high in what is left of the town morgue. 

But according to legend, Bodie isn’t just haunted; it’s cursed. It’s said that anyone 

who takes anything—a rusty nail, a tiny stone, a chipped dinner plate—will soon fall 

victim to terrible misfortune.

Gold Rush Riches
In 1859, gold was discovered in the Bodie area. Many people came to this 

place hoping to get rich. Bodie became a vibrant town. In its Gold Rush heyday, 

Bodie was home to about 10,000 residents. It was a tough place to be though, 

with hot summers, bitter winters, and lawlessness all year round. After the gold ran 

out, the town was gradually abandoned. 

Today Bodie is a state park. Seeking a glimpse of a bygone time, about 120,000 

visitors make the trek there each year. Many are tempted to pocket a souvenir.  

Bad idea! Removing anything from the park is a crime, but there’s another reason 

to leave Bodie as you find it: Taking a treasure—even a tiny one—just might ruin 

your life.

Every year, dozens of people send back items they’ve taken from Bodie. Many 

of these people include letters detailing their terrible misfortune. Some say they got 

sick or lost their jobs. Kids claim to have failed tests or had their pets suddenly die. 

In reality, these bits of bad luck are merely coincidences. The truth is that the Bodie 

curse was made up by park rangers to discourage people from stealing items from this 

important historical site.

And yet, if you ever find yourself walking through the streets of Bodie, you 

might start to question what is real. Isn’t that piano music you hear wafting from 

that empty saloon? Wasn’t there just someone standing on those stairs? 

Isn’t it possible that the curse is real?

Is This Ghost Town Cursed? 
Visitors to Bodie, California, claim that a few  

stolen items are destroying their lives.

The author 
already used 

this word. Can you 
replace decaying 

with another 
word?

Replace 
hot with a 
more vivid 

word.

How 
about 

a more 
descriptive 

verb?

How about 
adding a 

sentence with a 
simile here? Now 

the town looks 
like . . .

Replace 
came 

with a more 
interesting 

verb.

Instead of 
place, how about 

a phrase that tells 
readers that Bodie 
is out in the desert, 
far from anything 

else?

Choose 
a more 

evocative 
word.

Add an 
adjective 

before streets. 
What might the 

streets look, feel, 
or sound like?

Send your descriptive passage to Bodie Contest. Three 
winners will each get a $25 Visa gift card and have 
their entries published online. See page 2 for details. 

Go to  
Scope Online 
for a great 
activity.�

Contest



Dear Family, 

This year, your child will receive Scope, a magazine published by Scholastic and created 

to help middle school students become strong, joyful readers. Scope features nonfiction, 

fiction, dramas, debates, infographics, poetry, and grammar. The magazine will come to the 

classroom eight times per year.

In class, students will use Scope to build reading, writing, and critical-thinking skills. 

You can play an important role at home in helping your son or daughter become a better 

reader. When your child brings the magazine home, here are a few ways you can enrich his 

or her learning:

1. �Look through the magazine together.      
Ask: Which articles did you read at school? Which one 

did you find most interesting? Why? 

2. �Read an article together, and have your son 
or daughter choose one new word from it. 

He or she can then explain the word’s meaning to the 

family. Have a competition to see who can use it the 

most in conversation!

3. �Read the debate article together.  
Ask: Which side do you agree with? Why?

With each issue, you will also get a letter with specific ideas for what you 

can do at home using the articles in that issue. But the most important thing is to simply 

enjoy spending time with your son or daughter while exploring the magazine. Even though 

your middle school student might be asserting more independence than in the past, 

reading together remains a wonderful activity to share. If English is not your first language, 

talk about the articles in the language you’re most comfortable with.

We hope you’ll look forward to seeing Scope when it comes home with your child and that 

it becomes a treasured part of your family routine!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope

Scope at Home
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P.S. You can find even more great ways to use Scope with your child at 

Scope Online! Go to scope.scholastic.com and click Sign In. Then click 

“I am a student.” When prompted, enter the classroom password.

At Scope Online, you can:
	 • ��Listen to an audio version of a story or an 

article while reading along in the magazine.
	 • �Watch videos that go with the articles and 

talk about what you find interesting.
• �Review word meanings with a vocabulary 

slideshow and a fun interactive activity. 

The classroom password is

____________________________________
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