
Dear Family, 
Today your child is bringing home the February 2019 issue of Scope. 

Ask your child what he or she learned from it! Look at the table of 

contents on page 2, and ask your child to point out a favorite article.

Here are some more activities you can do at home to build your 

son’s or daughter’s reading and thinking skills:

• ��Do a family read-aloud of The Girl Who Dared  
on pages 14-20.  
This powerful play tells the story of Barbara Posey, a brave 

teenager who helped lead a series of sit-down strikes at lunch 

counters across Oklahoma City during the civil rights movement. 

Assign roles and read the play aloud as a family. Then talk about 

what young people can do today to help end racial prejudice and 

discrimination.

• �Read the fiction feature “The Perfects” and  
“My Life as a Military Kid” on pages 21-27.  

This beautiful work of fiction and short nonfiction text explore 

what life is like for military families. Take turns reading the text 

aloud to each other. After reading “The Perfects,” go back and 

discuss the close-reading questions in the margins. 

• �Check out the debate “Should the School Week  
Be Shorter?” on pages 28-29.   
Elksville Middle School is considering switching to a four-day 

week. Dylan thinks it’s a great idea. Bethany disagrees. Read 

their letters to each other and discuss who makes the better 

case.

As always, we hope you enjoy reading Scope as a family!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope

Scope at Home
Simple ideas to help your middle schooler explore the power of reading!
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Dear Family, 

This year, your child will receive Scope, a magazine published by Scholastic and created 

to help middle school students become strong, joyful readers. Scope features nonfiction, 

fiction, dramas, debates, infographics, poetry, and grammar. The magazine will come to the 

classroom eight times per year.

In class, students will use Scope to build reading, writing, and critical-thinking skills. 

You can play an important role at home in helping your son or daughter become a better 

reader. When your child brings the magazine home, here are a few ways you can enrich his 

or her learning:

1. �Look through the magazine together.      
Ask: Which articles did you read at school? Which one 

did you find most interesting? Why? 

2. �Read an article together, and have your son 
or daughter choose one new word from it. 

He or she can then explain the word’s meaning to the 

family. Have a competition to see who can use it the 

most in conversation!

3. �Read the debate article together.  
Ask: Which side do you agree with? Why?

With each issue, you will also get a letter with specific ideas for what you 

can do at home using the articles in that issue. But the most important thing is to simply 

enjoy spending time with your son or daughter while exploring the magazine. Even though 

your middle school student might be asserting more independence than in the past, 

reading together remains a wonderful activity to share. If English is not your first language, 

talk about the articles in the language you’re most comfortable with.

We hope you’ll look forward to seeing Scope when it comes home with your child and that 

it becomes a treasured part of your family routine!

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher and the editors of Scope

Scope at Home
Simple ideas to help your middle-schooler explore the power of reading!

®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE



P.S. You can find even more great ways to use Scope with your child at 

Scope Online! Go to scope.scholastic.com and click Sign In. Then click 

“I am a student.” When prompted, enter the classroom password.

At Scope Online, you can:
	 • ��Listen to an audio version of a story or an 

article while reading along in the magazine.
	 • �Watch videos that go with the articles and 

talk about what you find interesting.
• �Review word meanings with a vocabulary 

slideshow and a fun interactive activity. 

The classroom password is

____________________________________



Estimada familia:
Hoy su hijo o hija trae a casa el ejemplar de Scope de febrero de 2019. 

¡Pregúntele qué ha aprendido con la revista! Mire la tabla de contenido en 

la página 2 y pídale que señale su artículo favorito.

Estas son otras actividades que pueden hacer en casa para ayudar a 

desarrollar la capacidad de lectura y razonamiento de su niño: 

• ��Lean en voz alta y en familia The Girl Who Dared en 
las páginas  14-20.  
Esta impresionante obra de teatro relata la historia de Barbara 

Posey, una valiente adolescente que dirigió una serie de sentadas 

en las cafeterías en la ciudad de Oklahoma durante el movimiento 

de los derechos civiles. Asignen roles y lean la obra en voz alta. 

Luego hablen sobre qué pueden hacer los jóvenes para acabar con el 

prejuicio racial y el discrimen. 

• �Lean el cuento “The Perfects” y “ My Life as a 
Military Kid” en las páginas 21-27.  
Este hermoso cuento y este texto corto de no ficción exploran cómo 

es la vida de las familias en el ejército. Tomen turnos para leer 

los textos en voz alta. Luego de leer “The Perfects,” discutan las 

preguntas de comprensión de lectura al margen. 

• �Échenle un vistazo al debate “Should the School 
Week Be Shorter?” en las páginas 28-29.   
La escuela intermedia Elksville está considerando cambiar a una 

semana escolar de cuatro días. Dylan cree que es una buena idea. 

Bethany no está de acuerdo. Lean las cartas que se escriben el uno 

al otro y discutan quién presenta el mejor argumento. 

¡Como siempre, esperamos que disfruten leer Scope en familia!  

Les saludan cordialmente,

	

El maestro de su niño y los editores de Scope

Scope at Home
¡Ideas simples para ayudar a su estudiante de secundaria  

a explorar el poder de la lectura!

®

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE
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DRAMATIZATION

a story based on  

true events
Drama

It was a time 
of prejudice, 
discrimination, and 
violence against 
African Americans.

It was common—and 
legal—for restaurants  
to ban black customers.

Barbara Posey, a 15-year-old in 
Oklahoma City, was determined  
to end this terrible injustice— 
no matter how hard the fight,  
no matter how long it took.



Police use fire hoses on civil 
rights demonstrators in 
Birmingham, Alabama, 1963.

A discriminatory 
sign in Hampton, 
Virginia, 1962

Barbara 
Posey

a true story  
of the civil rights 

movement
By Spencer Kayden
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Dear Mrs. Michaels, 

I know that you are in the process of deciding whether Elksville Middle School should switch to a 

four-day schedule. I am writing today to tell you that as a student of Elksville, I am against this idea.

It might be surprising that a student would be against spending fewer days at school, but as 

you know, a shortened week doesn’t mean less time in school overall. Our school days would have 

to be longer to make up for the extra day off. I’m exhausted by seventh period as it is—and I know 

my friends are too—so that extra time at school wouldn’t be productive. I mean, your brain can 

only absorb so much information in a single day, right?

Here’s another problem: Longer weekends could interrupt learning. It might be hard to get back 

into the swing of school after three consecutive days off. This means that teachers will have to 

spend more time reviewing old material each week instead of moving on to new things. Even worse, 

cutting the week short could mean cutting into holidays and vacations. What a bummer! 

I understand that some people are excited about a shorter week because it 

would allow for more family time, but that wouldn’t be the case for everyone. In 

many families, like mine, both parents work full-time. I might be home more, 

but my parents wouldn’t be. And parents with young kids would have to arrange 

for child care while they are at work, which would put a financial burden on them. 

Speaking of costs, many schools switched to a four-day week to save 

money. However, these schools don’t seem to be saving as much as they 

thought they would. For example, a school in New Mexico projected they 

would save $160,000—but ended up saving less than half that.

Besides, the long-term effects of a shortened school week haven’t been 

studied enough yet. Georgia Heyward, a research analyst at the Center on 

Reinventing Public Education, said in an interview with PBS: “We don’t know 

what the effect [of shorter school weeks] is on students yet—and this is a 

pretty substantial thing to introduce 

to children without knowing its 

effects.” 

I think Ms. Heyward makes a 

pretty good point, don’t you? 

Thank you for considering my 

point of view,

Bethany Jones
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Debate

NO

The school day would be soooooo long.

YES

We’d have more time for fun stuff.
Dear Mrs. Michaels,

You recently announced that our district is considering switching to a four-day school 

week. I thought you might find it helpful to hear a student’s perspective on the issue. I’ve been 

researching other districts that have made the switch, and I have discovered that a four-day week 

has many exciting benefits—for both students and teachers. 

First, let’s talk about students. For me, juggling homework with my extracurricular activities 

gets overwhelming. If we had a four-day week, things like soccer practice and club meetings could 

be scheduled for our day off instead of after school. This could help make the school week more 

manageable. Plus, we’d have more time with our families. Sometimes when I get home late after 

soccer, I have to go straight to my room to do homework. I don’t get to shoot hoops with my little 

sister or even tell my parents how my day went. That’s kind of sad, don’t you think? 

Switching to a shorter week would also improve our education. With an extra day off, we’d have the 

opportunity to learn outside the classroom. I could use that day to go hiking or work on the robot I’m 

building with my friends. Some four-day schools offer trips to museums or libraries on that day off. 

As for teachers, many have reported that the four-day week has given them more time to plan. 

What’s more, a shorter week could save money. The Colorado Department of Education says 

switching to a four-day week can save schools 20 percent on transportation and meal costs!

Now, there may be concerns about the school day getting longer, but in most four-day schools, 

the days are longer by about an hour—not a huge difference. Considering the myriad advantages 

of a shorter week, it’s no surprise that schools are loving their new schedules. Bob Gragg, the 

superintendent of an Oklahoma school district that switched to a four-day week, said in an interview 

with NBC News that the teachers and students there have “never been happier.” I don’t know about 

you, but I like the sound of that. 

I hope that you will take these points into consideration as you make this important decision.

Sincerely,

Dylan Fields  

Should the School 
Week Be Shorter?
Should Elksville Middle School switch to a four-day school week? 
Two students make their case to the superintendent.  
YOU decide who makes the best argument.

Directions: Hunt through each letter for the following 
elements. 
1. Underline the central idea, or central claim.
2.  Star two pieces of supporting evidence.
3. Circle the counterargument. 
4. Put a double star next to the writer’s rebuttal. 
YOU decide: Who made the stronger argument?

Scavenger Hunt
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Perfect family. Perfect house. Perfect life.
Yeah right.

By Sarah McCarry 
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how to get by in a new 

school, finding their 

new favorite pizza 

spot. And unless 

they live on or near 

a military base, 

it’s unlikely they’ll 

meet other kids who 

understand what they’re 

going through. 

Over the decades, the number 

of Americans serving in the 

military has fallen. Today fewer 

than 0.5 percent of Americans serve 

in the military. Compare this with 

the 12 percent of Americans who 

served during World War II. Back 

then, entire towns were affected by 

war: Men went off to fight, women 

took on new jobs, whole schools of 

children shared the experience of 

missing and worrying about their 

loved ones. 

Now, with so few 

American families 

directly impacted by 

military efforts, the 

children of service 

members can have 

a hard time finding 

other kids who relate 

to their experiences. 

“Friends whose parents 

aren’t in the military don’t always 

understand why I have to move so 

much, which can be frustrating,” 

says Marie. “Or they think how cool 

it is to get to travel—but they don’t 

realize how hard that can be too.”

Coming Home
If you’re a military kid, moving 

often isn’t the only challenge. When 

a parent is deployed, there may 

be long periods of time when you 

don’t hear from them. (Deployment 

means being 

sent on an 

assignment—

maybe to 

another country 

or out at sea.) You may not know 

exactly where your parent is—often 

this information is kept secret—and 

you may worry about their safety. 

Then there is the simple fact that 

your military parent can’t always be 

there for important occasions, like 

birthdays and graduations. Indeed, 

Marie says the hardest part of being 

a military kid is saying goodbye to 

her dad when she knows he’s going 

to be gone for a while. (Chief Nash’s 

deployments are typically six to 

nine months; some deployments 

can be longer.) 

Fortunately, technology allows 

Marie and her dad to keep in touch. 

Marie emails, calls, and video 

chats with her dad to fill him in 

on school and her other activities. 

And when he does come home, she 

always makes the most of their time 

together. Marie and her dad share a 

love of roller coasters and practical 

jokes—but mostly, they just love 

being together. 

“I am so proud of my dad,” says 

Marie. “I am proud of his service 

and proud to be patriotic—flying 

a flag at our house, driving 

around with my dad’s 

‘chief’ stickers on our 

car. And as hard as it is 

to say goodbye when 

he’s heading overseas, 

it’s amazing when he 

comes home.” •

Think about the challenges that Max from the short story and Marie Nash from this article face as kids 
in military families. How are they similar? How are they different? Answer in an essay. Send it to 
The Perfects Contest. Five winners will get Operation Yes by Sara Lewis Holmes.

Writing Contest

�

Get this 
activity 
online.

W hen Marie Nash 

started seventh 

grade last August, 

she was starting 

at her seventh school. Marie was 

born in Virginia but spent her early 

school years in Japan and Hawaii. 

In fourth grade, she moved back to 

Virginia. Then last spring, she and 

her mom and younger brother and 

sister moved yet again—this time 

to Florida. 

The reason Marie has moved so 

many times is that her dad, Chief 

Petty Officer Joshua Nash, is in the 

United States Navy. 

There are about 1.1 

million kids like Marie 

who have at least one 

parent on active duty in 

the U.S. military, meaning 

that parent works for the 

military full-time. 

What is it like to grow 

up as a so-called military 

kid? As Marie will tell you, 

it can be exciting—but also 

tough. 

Saying Goodbye
Most service members 

are rotated to a new 

location every two or 

three years. With each new 

assignment, their families 

usually pick up and move 

along with them. For 

kids, this can provide a 

wonderful opportunity to 

experience many different 

cultures at a young age. 

Marie, for example, has 

lived in big cities and small 

towns as well as on 

a military base. She 

learned to speak 

Japanese before she 

learned English. 

(Her parents met 

while her dad was 

stationed in Japan.) 

But moving so 

often can also be painful—

and isolating. With every 

move, kids have to say 

goodbye to friends and 

teachers and neighbors, to 

their favorite pizza spot and 

their bedroom and their local 

park. Then they have to 

start all over again in 

a new place, making 

new friends, learning 

Nonfiction

My Life As  
a Military Kid
Nearly 1.3 million men and women serve in the 
United States military. What is life like for their children?  
By Jessica Press

*To Iraq and/or Afghanistan. Sources for stats in blue circles: U.S. Department of Defense Education Activity and NPR. 

Marie and her dad, Chief 
Petty Officer Joshua 
Nash, in front of the 

ship he serves on, the 
USS Thomas Hudner

2 
million

Number of children 
who’ve had a parent 

deployed at least once 
since 2001*

How often military 
families move compared 

with civilian families

3 times 
more 
often

Number of 
schools a military 

kid will attend

6to9
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After reading our story, you will be. 
Turn to page 10.

Who’s  
Afraid of the 

Cute Little 
Lionfish?

Short Nonfiction:   
The fascinating true story 
behind your favorite shoe

Debate: Should the school 
week be shorter?

Civil Rights Play: The 
kids who stood up to hate



Estimada Familia: 

Este año, su niño o niña recibirá Scope, una revista publicada por Scholastic y creada 

para ayudar a los estudiantes de escuela secundaria a convertirse en hábiles y apasionados 

lectores. Scope recoge secciones de no ficción, ficción, teatro, debates, infografías, poesía y 

gramática. La clase recibe ocho revistas al año.

En clase, los estudiantes usan Scope para desarrollar sus habilidades de lectura, 

escritura y pensamiento crítico. En casa, usted puede desempeñar un papel importante en 

el desarrollo de la capacidad de lectura de su niño. Estas son algunas formas en que usted 

puede enriquecer el aprendizaje de su niño, cuando traiga la revista a casa:

1. �Echen un vistazo a la revista juntos.          
Pregúntele: ¿Qué artículos leyeron en la escuela? ¿Cuál 

encontraste más interesante? ¿Por qué?  

2. �Lean juntos un artículo y haga que su 
niño elija una nueva palabra en él. Él o ella 

puede explicarle luego el significado de la palabra a la 

familia. ¡Compitan para ver quién puede usarla con más 

frecuencia en una conversación!

3. �Lean juntos el artículo de debate.  
Pregúntele: ¿De qué lado estás? ¿Por qué?

Con cada ejemplar, también recibirá una carta con ideas específicas 

sobre lo que puede hacer en casa usando los artículos del ejemplar. Sin embargo, 

lo más importante es simplemente que disfrute el tiempo que pasa con su niño mientras 

exploran la revista. Aunque en secundaria puede que su niño quiera más independencia 

que en el pasado, leer es una fantástica actividad en familia. Si el inglés no es su primera 

lengua, hable sobre los artículos en la lengua con la que se sienta más cómodo.   

Nos gustaría que reciba con ilusión la revista Scope en casa ¡y que se convierta en una 

parte valiosa  de su vida en familia!

Les saludan atentamente,

El maestro de su niño y los editores de Scope

Scope en casa
¡Ideas simples para ayudar a su niño a explorar el poder de la lectura!

®
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P.D. ¡Podrá encontrar aún más maneras de usar Scope con su niño 

o niña en Scope Online! Vaya a scope.scholastic.com y haga clic 

en Sign In. Después haga clic en I am a student. Cuando se le pida, 

introduzca la contraseña de la clase. 

En Scope Online, puede:
	 • ��Escuchar la versión de audio de una historia o 

un artículo mientras lee la revista.  
	 • �Mirar los videos relacionados con los artículos 

y comentar qué encuentra interesante.  
• �Repasar el significado de las palabras con una 

presentación de vocabulario y una divertida 
actividad interactiva.   

La contraseña de la clase es:

____________________________________
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