Paired Texts, pages 17-19

FEATURED SKILL: synthesis

The Great Bird Poop Disaster

Bird poop is ruining our cities. How can we solve this problem?

About
the Story

Lexile: 930L (combined)
For qualitative complexity
factors, go to Scope Online.

Learning Objective:
to synthesize information
from two nonfiction texts
about the problems created
by bird poop

Key Skills:

author’s craft, text
structure, key ideas and
details, vocabulary in
context, text features,
synthesis

Essential Questions:

¢ How can humans and
animals coexist?

* How do humans affect
ecosystems?

* How are problems solved?

Standards:

The articles and lesson
support these Common
Core anchor standards:
R.1,R.2,R.4,R.7,R.9,W.2,
SL.1,SL.2,L.4,L.6

For more standards
information—including
TEKS—go to Scope Online.

;:.he Great™;
|.l"d Poaup
Disaster

You'll never look at a pigeon the same way again.

By Anna Starecheskl

*“How to Solve the )
e
fjohlem of Bird Poop ™

D T

Your Teaching Support Package

Find your full suite of materials at
scope.scholastic.com.

Audio:

* The articles

*Vocabulary words

Literature Connections: ideas for
connecting to curricular texts

Activities to print or project:

e Vocabulary

* Synthesis

¢ Close Reading and Critical Thinking

¢ Core Skills Workout: Text Structures,
Text Evidence*

* Quiz*

* Contest Entry Form

* Available on two levels
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Step-by-Step Lesson Plan

Close Reading, Critical Thinking, Skill Building

Preparing to Read
Preview vocabulary.

(3 minutes, activity sheet online)
Project or distribute the Vocabulary Words
and Definitions. Review the words as a
class. Highlighted words: accumulated,
avian ecologist, besieged, corrosive, deluge,
diligent, humane, implemented, infrastructure,
menaced, thrive

Reading and

Discussing
“The Great Bird Poop Disaster”
(30 minutes, activity sheet online)
Read the article as a class. Then break students
into groups to discuss the following close-
reading questions.

Close-Reading Questions

Reread the first three paragraphs of the

article. Why might author Anna Starecheski
wait until the third paragraph to reveal that
“the cause was bird poop”? (author’s craft)
Starecheski likely waits to reveal that “the cause
was bird poop” to create suspense. She is also
setting the reader up for a surprise; most people
probably do not think that bird poop could
cause cars to skid off roads. This surprise draws
the reader more deeply into the narrative—he
or she will want to know how bird poop could
have caused such chaos.

What is the main purpose of the section

“Danger”? (text structure) The main purpose
of this section is to explain the problems that
large amounts of bird poop can cause.

On page 18, Starecheski explains that
birds like pigeons and starlings thrive in

cities. What evidence does she provide to

support this idea? (key ideas and supporting
details) Starecheski supports the idea that
birds like pigeons and starlings thrive in cities
by including facts about the number of birds
in certain cities. For example, on page 17, she
writes that 4 million starlings invaded Rome,
and on page 18, she writes that there are an
estimated 7 million pigeons in New York City.
On page 18, she explains that cities make
ideal homes for birds because cities have few
predators, many places to nest, and plenty of
food for birds.

On page 18, Starecheski writes, “As a result,
the birds have reproduced to the point of
overpopulation.” Based on context clues, what

does overpopulation mean? (vocabulary in
context) Based on context clues, overpopulation
is a condition in which a population grows too
large to be contained or supported in the space
in which that population lives. In this case,
cities can’t sustain the number of birds.

According to the section “Too Many Birds,”

birds have plenty to eat in cities because of
the availability of garbage and because people
feed them. How does birds having plenty to
eat in cities contribute to the problem of bird
poop in cities? (key ideas and details) Food
attracts and sustains birds, so the more food
there is for birds in a city, the more birds there
will be in that city. And the more birds there are,

the more bird poop there is.

What do the photo and caption on page 18

add to the article? (text features) The photo
shows a guano-covered island off the coast
of Peru. The caption explains that poop from
seabirds has been used as fertilizer for centuries.
This detail offers another point of view on bird
poop: While bird poop can be a menace, it can
also be valuable and useful.
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¢ As a class, read the article “How to Solve

the Problem of Bird Poop” on page 19. Then
discuss the following questions, which draw on
both articles.

Close-Reading Question

Why might New York City have decided

to release hawks in one of its parks? (key
ideas) In “The Great Bird Poop Disaster,”
Starecheski explains that part of the reason
bird poop is such a problem in cities is that
there are too many birds (18). And one reason
there are so many birds in cities is that, unlike
in the wild, birds have few predators in cities
(18). Releasing hawks in a New York City park
could help control the pigeon population there
by introducing a predator into the pigeons’
environment.

Critical-Thinking Questions
According to both articles, what role do
humans play in the bird poop problem?

According to both articles, humans have
contributed greatly to the bird poop problem.
In “The Great Bird Poop Disaster,” Starecheski
explains that there are many birds in cities
because humans have created “a wonderful
home” for birds (18). In “How to Solve the

Problem of Bird Poop,” Starecheski explains that
bird populations could be reduced if people
stopped feeding birds (19). In other words,
humans have contributed to overpopulation by
feeding birds.

How does reading both “The Great Bird Poop

Disaster” and “How to Solve the Problem of
Bird Poop” give readers a better understanding
of the problem of bird poop? By reading both
articles, readers get an understanding of the
causes and effects of bird poop in cities as well as
practical ideas for what can be done to help solve
this problem.

Come up with an idea of your own for how to
reduce bird poop in cities. Explain why your
idea would be successful. Answers will vary.

Skill Building
Featured Skill: Synthesis
(15 minutes, activity sheet online)

Distribute the Synthesis activity for students
to complete independently. This activity will
prepare them to respond to the writing prompt
on page 19. For alternate culminating tasks, see
the box below.

Differentiate and Customize

In a well-organized paragraph, explain one
problem that bird poop causes and one possible
solution to that problem. Use text evidence to

support your ideas.

Consider this claim: Humans have caused the
bird poop problem in cities around the world.
Do you agree or disagree? Use details from “The
Great Bird Poop Disaster” and “How to Solve the
Problem of Bird Poop” to support your answer.
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Create a public service announcement about
the problem of bird poop and how to help solve
the problem. Your PSA can be in the form of an

infographic, a poster, a short video, or a social

media campaign.

Imagine that you are the head of a bird-control
company. Create a 30- to 45-second commercial
advertising your company to potential

customers.





