Close Reading

DRAMA: Beware the Thunder, pages 11-16
November 2017

Name: Date:

Close-Reading Questions

Beware the Thunder

1. In Scene 1, what do you learn about Rip and Cornelia? How are they different? (character)

2. At the start of Scene 4, the Odd Fellow, Rip, and Wolf walk back and forth across the stage in
front of the curtain. What does this indicate? (text structure)

3. In Scene 5, why does Rip wince and clutch his back when he stands up? (inference)

4. In Scene 6, why does the crowd gasp when Rip says he’s a loyal subject of the king?
(inference)

5. In Scene 7, John asks Rip what his name is. Why does Rip reply, “I don’t think I know”?

(inference)
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Critical Thinking
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Name: Date:

Critical-Thinking Questions

Beware the Thunder and “What If You Fell Asleep for 20 Years?”

1. What kind of person is Rip Van Winkle? Would you want him for a friend?

2. Consider the characters Peter Vanderdonk and Katrina Knickerbocker. What is their role in
the play?

3. Which predictions do you find interesting or surprising? Why?
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Critical Thinking
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Critical-Thinking Questions

Beware the Thunder and “What If You Fell Asleep for 20 Years?”

4, If the predictions come true, how will our lives be different in 20372

5. Would the predicted changes be good for society? Explain.

6. Compare the types of changes predicted on page 16 with the changes that occurred while
Rip Van Winkle was sleeping.
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