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Integrating Knowledge
Directions: Using details from “Swarms of Terror” and “Growing Up on a Farm,” fill in the boxes below to explore how farm 
life today compares with farm life during the time of Laura Ingalls, in the 1800s. We filled in some information for you.

Farm life in the 1800s Farm life today

Technology

• Farmers use computer programs to plan and 
map their crops and to determine how much 
herbicide needs to be sprayed (18).

Challenges

Rewards

Number of 
farmers in the 
U.S.
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