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Close-Reading Questions  
Into the Deep

1. �In Scene 3, Nettie steals a map of the Nautilus. What does this detail reveal about Nettie? 
(character)   

2. �In Scene 4, why does Captain Nemo walk away without saying anything? (inference, character) 

3. �In Scene 5, Nettie questions whether Aronnax would take his freedom if Nemo were to 
offer it to him. What lines in the play reveal that Aronnax might not want to leave the boat? 
(inference)

4. �Consider the conversation between the two crew members in Scene 7. What purpose does 
their dialogue serve? (text structure)
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1. In your opinion, is Captain Nemo a villain? Explain. 

2. If you were Aronnax, would you choose to remain on the Nautilus? 
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Critical-Thinking Questions  
Into the Deep and “What’s Down There?”

1. �How is the ocean portrayed in the play? How is it portrayed in the informational text? 

2. �What is the relationship between science and fiction in the play? To answer this question, 
draw on the captions and the informational text as well as your own knowledge. 
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